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THE DODO AND MAURITIUS ISLAND, IMAGINARY ENCOUNTERS

ARTIST: HARRI KALLIO

“Why, " vand the Dodo, “the beat way to explain it o to do e1.”

Lewis Carroll, Alice tn Wonderfand

ow can we wvisualize an animal we've
never seen” [s it |ms.-'.ih|r to breathe life
back into a creaiure |:Jf'|:_._', gone from I|1i5
world, te create a whole from bits and
]Til.._"l".."h |'|i !:ll.‘ﬂ‘l(‘.. ||.':||-|."_F.', |.;.H.IL'1,] CANVASEeSs,
scraps of memories? With his project The Dodo and Haeriting

foland, Harri Kallio aims to answer those questions and more.

Rallio’s hybrid of art and science, as well as ol photography
and sculpture, speaks 1o the topic of the earth from the point
ol view ol one ol the lirst documented cases of animals hunt-
ed to extinction I’."- our .\Ju'ril::-—lhu 1|m[u biarel. The Lh}[ln, a
distant cousin ol the ]r:igt-un that was affected I”."' an 1sland-

influenced gigantism, was openly mocked by early travelers

to Mauritius for its ungainly appearance and lack of fear of

human predators. In |!m:-|ii|1g at Kallio's |‘.|Im|1_1g|'u|rh.~c. WE Sep
a kind and gentle creature, ironically full of the life that was
snatched from it hundreds of years ago. Kallio’s project
exXamines our |'[‘I¢|.[i“f|h|"|i|1‘ (L% I!|1;' L"L!I'[h H't[l‘l il |"|1:|1l1m' .iEH]

lightness that allows us access to the work, while at the same

tme opening our eyes to the loss we are complicit in, While his
work allows us to see and care for this srear creature, 1t also
teaches us to mourn and, one |H1Fw!-. to consider more carelul-

|."- our role in species extinction, both now and n the future

Kristiina Wilson
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I'm not the first one to find the dodo compelling —more
books have been written about the dodo than any othes
extinc ﬁr.nun.‘iu:\. Between 1662 and 1693, this strange gi,||11
pigeon was exterminated by humans on Mauritius Island

the only place on earth where dodos ever existed. Although
the dodeo became extinet hundreds of years ago, it still lives on
in the collective memory of the Western world, in mythology,

and in stories such as Alice in Wonderfand.

While considering the dodo, I became fascinated with the idea
of actually building models of the bird and seeing how they
would look in the real world. As I worked on Mauritius, |
found mysell laughing all the time at the bizarre project | was
doing. | knew that whatever 1 did with the dodos would he

fun, funny, and paradoxically Full of life.

Imagmary Encounters is a reconstruction and photographic
study of the long extinet dodo bird. Based on extensive
1'1‘:5!:&:'1:]‘1, | }‘.ll':!!hl:_'mf |i|.l‘-_-ii2l;.' 50 l!'il{lll'ill reconstructions ol
the bird, as well as a visual photo-based study of the actual
dodo remains. The project culminated in a photographic
series ol IIIL‘ reconstructed l.]ﬂ[]u, macle uhiu; the models in
their natural habitat of Mauritius Island. While [ ereared i
E‘h"["5['=111‘11:~ in the very same locations where dodos once
went about their l]:!“_".’ activities, | became acutely aware that
Mauritius Island is a very dilterent place now that it must

have been in the l.'il:llj' seventeenth century. [t was a daily

struggle to find land still in its natural state —not developed

with crops or housing, or marred by modern human life. The

result i : : i
*illfl!lg SCNIES 15 a4 an Imagmnary encounter between I|11'

viewer and the dodos on Mauritius Island.
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landscape on Mauritius lsland — to ereate a dodo that 15 |

veraate the kind ol

myth and part real. 1 also wanted to recreate th ’

' o he cortlers arrived
moments that must have occurred when the settlers a
1 r o {
] | he el time. Caugnt
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1 | . y s o historical dodo characit
up n the contradiciion hetween the |
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