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WATER FOR OUR FUTURE
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WLTER FOR OUR FUTURE

Harri Kallio

The Dodo and Mauritius by Harri Kallio represents the ecologicy]

cycle as well as the symbiotic relationship of all life.

Dodo birds were living on the then-uninhabited island of Mauritiyg
When European explorers arrived in 1507. The birds became an

easy target for the German settlers because they were flightless with
atrophied wings after a long period of time on the island without any
natural enemies. Dodo birds eventually became extinet, with the last
sighting taking place in 1662.

No images of the bird remain save for a few simple sketches and
partial fossils, Kallio invested over a year in extensive research

lo restore our awareness of the dodo. He even visited the Oxford
Natural History Museum to see firsthand dodo fossils and traveled to
libraries and museums around the world to collect all that he could
about this lost species of bird. Kallio built a model of the bird which
has small atrophied wings, stout legs and a big beak for eating fruit.
He placed his mode] birds in the forest and on the beach of Mauritius
and photographed them for three years from 2001.

Through the Ieconstructions of extinct dodos in his photos, Harri
Kallio is sending a message of harmony with nature as well as a

Warning about the dangers of a damaged environment and ecosys-
tem.

- Stella Hye Wop Shin -
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