ENDANGERED SPECIES

ARTISTS ON THE FRONT LINE OF BIODIVERSITY
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fascinating history of the dodo that resulted in an award-winning book.
The Dodo and Mauritius Island: Imaginary Encounters (2004).

Now recognized as the largest member of the pigeon family, the dodo
became extinct eighty-three years after Dutch sailors landed on Mauritius
Island in 1598. Although eaten by sailors who clubbed the birds to death,
the dodo’s demise has been linked to the invasive species—rats, pigs, and

monkeys—transported on ships. These exotic animals ate the dodo’s eggs,

trampled its environment, and outcompeted the bird for food.

In Les Gris Gris #3, named after the geographic locale of this pho-
tograph, Kallio resurrects a lost world of helpless birds that could not fly
away to safety. The artist’s imaginary encounters with the dodo poignantly

evokes potential scenarios facing endangered species today.
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